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MEMOIR OF JOHN TILSLEY, M.A.

e ministry was at the Church of Deane, as curate ¢
0 th

His earliest employment in th
with whor, says Calamy, he was “as Timothy ¢, p,
i,

e Rev. Alexander Horrocks,

vicar, th
a son in the Gospel.” On 23 Feb., 1641-2, when the national Protestation was tz).,
' 4
Deane, the signatures of the clergy were in the following words :—Alexander HonUCkes
James Walton minister, and John Tilsley minister. Anﬂth‘
&

Richard Hardie minister,
as Johnson, this group being all styled clerks. The only othe,

return adds the name Thom
names of the Tildesley family noticed on that list of Protestators are Henry of Weg

houghton, and Richard of Farnworth.
On 4 Jan.. 1642-3, Tilsley was married to that lady whom he described twenty years

later as “loving, lovely, loved. »  She was Margaret, daughter of Ralph Chetham, gent,
brother of Humphrey the Benefactor. The marriage took place at the Collegiate
the bndegroom bemg called * preacher of the word of God.” Al

Church of Manchester,
h the Benefactor, the family were not enamoured of the

though Tilsley was intimate wit
connection, and his name was leﬁ: out of the Turton pedigree at Dugdale’s Visitation of
1664. ; -

Tilsley’s interest in the Civil War is shewn by his bemg present with Sir John Seaton’s
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MEMOIR OF JOHN TILSLEY, M.A.

i the First Day of February, and First
s ds shall be paid upon of Ay
Sum of One Hun tr:ffi ic;u;equest“ﬁon of the said Rectory of Deans Church, by th?se Officars fl:: by
equal Portions, out of ! of the Profits of the said Sequestration : And the Aeqmttauce,, are

AOD0L - % E undep
apro;nte: f;;: z:;: :f:f';inni ters who are to receive the same, shall be their suffcient Dischypg, ™
ands O =

In the first reports which reached London of the capture of Bolton, 28 May, ; b by
n -

Hf)‘cock
(i ¢, Heyricke, Warden of Manchester), Tilsbury (z.e., Tilsley), Harper (Ze., Hﬂrpur), ang

Prince Rupert, it was reported that four ministers had been put to the sword, viz,
rince ¢)

Fogue (Whitelock’s Memorials, page 89).

Tilsley was unfortunate in his male offspring.  His eldest son, John, was baptised g the
Collegiate Church 20 Oct,, 1643, being called “son of John Tildesley, Preacher,” qpq e
was huried 14 Feb., 1647-8, when the father was called “ Minister of the word of God g
Deane Church, but living in Manchester.” Three times, says rHenry Newcome, Writing iy
February, 1662, did the father bury an only son. Elizabeth was baptised at Mancheste;
28 Nov., 1647. In the pamphlet which he wrote in 1646, Tilsley speaks of himself as g
Manchester man by habitation ” (p. 17).

Meanwhile, on r3 Dec., 1644, the Houses of Parliament appointed twenty-one
ministers, of whom Horrocks and M

John Tildesley were two, for ordaining ministers in
the County of I :

The latter afterwards spoke of his position

y @@4& County.” He was able to say in

D congregation in that whole county

1S€, nor have been of a
L

London resolved that

of lhe:‘;gﬁb’i:
L o
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Tilsley’s Scotch education at ¢
on the country, led him to favo ur
Covenant, became 2 Presbyterian, :
for “imbarqueing with us in the saj
wer most proud.” On the rise of
them assumed so severs a form tha
Presbyterians.” Tilsley had in pa
when the first part of the war was ¢
terianism in the county, He assert
by Parliament, schism, error, her
*“ separate " congregations were “er
confidently expecting a toleration,
including Warden Heyrick and
Eccleston, Mr. Alt, of Bury, and
in the spirit of the National Cove
according to the advice of the Ass
out of all places of public trust ; :
gentlemen, ministers, and others
12,578 signatures, of which upv
of the county, Tilsley tells us, w
effective in the service of Parlian
;:'Sfi_jgndred,_ having reduced the rest
bseribed at Liverpool, callec
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the common people,” for Church libraries at Manchester, Bolton, Turton, \\'nlmesley' and
Gorton, for which £ 200 was bequeathed ; and he was also ane of those named to form the on the |
libvary in the town of Manchester “for the use of Scholars and others well affected.” The “the m
same Will has this bequest: “To my cousin Margaret now wife of the said John Tildsly it will
£ 200"  Humphrey Chetham died 12 Oct,, 1653 Soon afterwards the feoffees began tq Classis,
make the purchases for the Church librarvies, A letter which is extant goes to show thy to the |
Pilsley went about this business in a very narrow spirit.  Hollinworth was associated with minute
him in the choice; also Richard Johnson, an Episcopalian, late Fellow of the College, at Tilsley
this time preacher at the Temple.  Writing to Hollinworth, under date of 5 April, 1655, his Suf
Tilsley thus expresses himself :— the wo
Reverend Sir, Hand
Yrs of March vlt. I received Wherein you call for a Catalogue of Books for Bolton, Turten, expect
Walmsley.  Truely Sr.if the proportion must stand after 50¥ only to ye parish Church & 50* to ye
two Chapels, 1 have little stomach to meddle at all in the business : 80% would lay a foundation for a was no
prottie [Stock?] at Bolton: And if I dye without sonne I should be willing to add to it at my
deocase wi many other such like Ocoasions we" might ocomo te amount to somewhat, T spake o [by Ca
Mr. Norris & Mr. Okoy on the matter who said they weere meerely passive in th case, and are very Mr. Gi
sollicitous for an alteration; they say, moreover, that they never hoard of lesso thoa 60 for Bolton, and
that the executors, not feofees, weere to dispose, and that they scemd inclinable to have more at Bolton, reconc
and weere not tenatious for yo ohappels. Wo desire to have the benefit of the yearely meetiog on
EasherMond\ypmmemhhuchtwmmﬁmﬁxadp’mphﬂh.hmi!itnn.ybo accord
altered to our minde, I have sent a catalogue inolosed of books enough for twice soe much moneys as 10 jud,
is to bo bestowed, Mr, Johnson may take such as hee thinkes meete: I spoke with some chiefe .
of Bolton, wha desire ta have noe erroncous Authors Or that have any tincture thereof, though mixed =~ Q

W mever so much other good matter, for feare of infection : Particularly hy all meanes they would =
Not have One Independent writer in all the nus by any meanes how excellent seaver for feare of any of - referer
there falling in love wi the mans sake.  This makes I have purpasely omitted many excellent

s, 0.8, Th oughs. Greenh yl, Bridge, . . . . Shopheard. Asalsoe -yl
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telling me that when Mr. Tilsley was told by some one that he did keep his childreq in ng Keeper Brid
better fashion, he answered : You would have me do as Mr. Newcome doth, hang 4 i B, e
: 72. the learned
their backs. How doth the Lord make use of him and me by our censoriouspes, 9 e e o
ponconformity,
afiliction one to another ! A closer intimacy seemed likely to follow. Tilsley ip 1666 sy . . e
. desirous of marrying Newcome's only sister, Rose, born 1641 (died unmarried 31 Dee, : —i_ + -
i 1670). Under March of the year named the brother writes : “ What troubles and exercige | P':;e .
| i
it . and my sister by reason of the forwardness of the ,
}!%” ; had now about Mr. Tilsley and my y motion begyg § by S of the §
; ,\'f f himself ; his sudden and strange cooling ; his furious coming on again ; and yet u“handsnmt ; ersig -
”.ﬂ F _ giving it over again. I have no mind to set down the particulars.” Again, 2 4 Vi, g hru I.a' ke
,'% year : “I was much troubled at Mr. Tilsley’s carriage, which now began to discover itself, in ) .
i I ' . !
| ¥ | order to my sister.  Yet I was a little satisfied in this, from considering how he insulted - .
l‘ i ' Mr. Eaton [the Independent minister], and now he hath done worse himself by mas A
X ¥ Deane, 16 Dec., 1
i degrees ; and I would not do so by him, lest I should ever do in anything as foolish] .
I 1 { ¥s and * and had his house
. some one spare me as little.” p #

o | - . e s he preached 21 Bo
il Tilsley’s connections, as we have seen, were respectable : and hls influence enabled hiny i -
;;v to retain some official posmon at Deane Church Under bxshops Ferne and Hall he dges The text was 2 T
i not appear to have been allowed to excrmSe jns vocanon In August, 1670, he was -3 x _

Uder T SEFRONS ¥

ne thaugbt he mlght get off “by his

the Five Mile Act mdlcted at the Assxzes, but Newcom
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S
In 1679 and 1682 the same diarist records visits to M
5 10 Mr. Tl
sley 4

with Aunt Mosley.”
Tilsley was intimate with Adam Martindale, and the latter ¢
e - CTIng him P

Manchester.

cousin Tildesley of Manchester.”
who had a ready pen, to write a
3 pamphlet against M
r. STnlt‘h dh

(We cannot explain the relationship.) In ;45
703 Tilsley

was persuading Martindale,

Lecturer of Bolton, author of The Pat:mrt/mll Sab!mlﬁ, in which Martindal
ndale detecteq
rﬂany

things of ““bad consequence.”
Margaret Tilsley had become the wife of Mr. Joseph Hooper, a Manch
: anchester mercy
- “hant.

In the night of 21 Jan., 1683-4, Newcome was called up to go to Mrs. H
very ill. *“She was in child-bed, but after a few days fell ill and died Jar'l OOper, who s
rprovidence, her husband just gone from her ; but especially to my ﬁ'iend. :‘:l’i- 'A Very sad
hi‘lth now buried two of his daughters iq half a yeax’is time” The othe L. ’Fll.’iiEYs who
wife of Richard Percival, of Ollerton, from whom there are now descenl;i;: Elizabeth, the

Drawing near to his end, Tilsley made his Will as follows :
B‘non' Wills wnrl I;wem,'orwa, New SeriEs Cmnm Soc., iii. 169,




Km P J . Vi
im-é?uf 4,,,4&’% E &
Tl 4ty a2

MEMOIR OF JOHN TILSLEY, M.A

19
| ro my Exocutors may see performed by Baid Daughter aceording . )
ts to Mr, Tilsley at - md-ﬂ‘:‘: :,ifeilerﬂ made to me ll'll(](!l‘.‘ her hand and Seal which may be found a.niir;:;:l;; 1:.“8: £ & coetaly
e tovins: i, 1 | (Ve Furthor mY will -a.nd mind i that the Sume of £600 be placed and oub de t.hpp h::f]: 1; mny
my - paske s e coafter heroin namod, to and for the uses, behoofs, intents, wud purposes r;nd wnde n:;
y r a

o - g to mitations herenfter hevein Specyf ; i ;

; . oSy 1llsley ﬁ“th,;;u‘;t: l;l;:sgt and Improvement thereof pboyyzegéed(::a;:g: ndﬂooper&ppmig (lzmt)'the e
jainst Mr, Smith, the dughter of Joseph Hooper my Son in law, and to ¥ h*u:y. E’.:;pel' B‘m
ndale detected. ! d podies and for want of such Issue to y® Survivor of them and his or her Eue:hf;u.

any ; By Foe istrators. Item the Sume of £200, part of y* aforesaid £600, with y* benefit and L ovement '

| I zﬂwf‘ o y° use and behoofe of qohn Ogden and Mary Ogden, Son and daughter of Bdmand ([;rgdcn my i

— § v, and y¢ Issues of .th.exp severall bodys, and for want of such Tssue to y¢ Suevivour of them aad 1

t erchant, ;::m per Executors and Administrators, Item y© Sum of £200 Residue of y* aforesaid £600, with

. Hooper, who e 1 h wo&“lid Tmprovement thar.-eof, to y*© use and behoof of John Partington, Son of my Said Dmg;:ter m}’;
L ion aud y* Isaue of his body his Exors and administrators, Item I doe hereby give devise and

th to Richard Percivall my son in law, his Execufors and Administrators, the Sumeof £300. Ttem |.
to Robert Worthington of Wormley in Hartford Shire, my nephew, theSume of £10. Item to
Ruth Hindley, the Sume of £5, and te John and James Hartley [? Hindley] y* Sonos, aud to Ann

1. 23rd A very sagd
1 Mr. Tilsley, who

Vi Elizabeth, i o Rlizabeth 3¢ dbﬂﬂhtﬂfﬂ of my Said l:}ister Ruth, to each of them y* Sum of £5. ltem to my sister]-in-
| 1l Blizabeth Croston [sister of Mrs. Tilsley] 20s. to buy her a ring withall and to Elizabeth Croston my
ants. S Item to Mr. Henry Newcome Senior y¢ Sum of £5, to Mr. Henry Finch the Sume of £3, and to

h Schoals the Sume of £3, and to Robert Haton Clerk the Sume of 20s. to buy him a Ring

 Aspinwall widow 20s., To Mr. Adam Martingdale, Mr. Aspinwall late of Cromsall, Mr.
Mr. James Bradshaw of Rainford, William White, Richard Harrison of Heaton,
umworth, and unto Sarah Wilkinson widdow each of them 20s. apeice. Item to
» Mary Lees £3. Ttem I do hereby give to y© poor of Manchester £10, and to
be distributed at ye discretion of my Execators hereafter herein
here be no doal at wmy funerall Ttem to y° poore of Deane
istributed at y® discretion of my Executors hereafter herein named,
oot of Westhoughton and Rumworth, and further my will and miad is
uch my reall and personall Estate (I fancy [if any] such there be) be
dchildren as shall be living at my decease, Further I doe
Richard Percivall my Said Son in Lavwe, and my said
ill and Testameat. And Lastly [ doe hereby revoke
e, and doe hereby make, publish, and
ve hereunto set my hand and Sealo the
T oH :TILSLEY.
t of us I, WiLcoxox, TroMaAs

sigh
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Cunliffe to Humphrey €
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A &o, Sr since my beeingo
wth
w'th whom (after mue d, for his 2 ﬂarrnltn“nf Aaom":,h"‘ heen w'th ¢
& above, as by the rontailo will cortonly 'D[P'M'ﬁ :firuml"’: M;:P"dmnkm
v besida the p ,
quenitty o
w'ch

of w'oh in 007 p’ ann'
estimatos atb 80 plany’, tho valow agreed vppon iu 14 yearcs
: v
this halfo yearo rent due aty lady day Insto canting in :':‘;W "f’f furiviss yosey, & oei
ut cleore tho rents in gatheringo of the samo & i,::;i::t“' for regard t:hlt ?: i ookl
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ny ho .yﬁ
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they would b
p'sent monoy, And if this bargaine heo to yr
hotwixt you, for w’ch purposo hee hath appointed to meete ath the how
brother Croston maye hee for drnwing:(:,?i ::lin:‘u Dean, in Hall
cles, and whom
om
o h

Snt}nrldny noxt, where I wish mv
w'th !im.'hee hath p'mised his flaythfull and Arnes o
E:Gt‘l'lvil'l!ﬁ;ve somo account att hallifax the same dnyili?t;;zatd;?:o ? aptain baynes for |
mnsa o i:::; r:n]l !uall you A pnry'raha the p’ticulars of w'ch you :viﬁ gy any more than o Vte, of Weh
il u;f : nq;por ;hnn}zh:s you hauo bought of him, Jn m | receive here “clm,,:h.' 1
B o c.{ tniml |!::r antient acquainttance, who bel ngs Vn{ iorney to Capt flarar, I
e l?hi :le t}uy:mu purpose concerninge the sale of his 2 ;.C°lonell Lambers T, l mett w'sh
purchase of ith I dem;m;l"t hﬂefOH:ered that if I could fynd A cha g Rauond‘;emm.h 4 'h‘:
ordinarie, but'I should l::%: (:*.hhlm ‘:hut YR T g:::n' e m:A& e | ;
his paynes, if hee would p’eure t:m drespses: J feeling his pulse off M: e e Th e e
his faythfull honeste dealinge diis Rl gl el t'gue i bl s e g g
4 bow you mayo make "86 j ;nh to give me An account thereof w"w 12 att ye most, wh " yeares rent for
this hear [bearer] I rest yo' ob s wch p'duces the lowest rat thiz 14 deyes soe hﬁrem hes p'mise
Woodh ost yo'r faythfull cousin to serue yo Sigh desireinge yo’ i e trings
odhend yo 196h of Aprill, 1652, i i . o
4% : Jomy Cvn.x:: by
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: te thou, oy - 2] S 15 18 the d E
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