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DEANE VILLAGE CLUB.
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AND GYMNASIUM.

“ The missing link in the social life of the working man.”

H.S. PATTERSON,

VicaR OF DEANE, BOLTON, LANCASHIRE

BOLTON :
H. Smith, Printer, ¢ Excelsior” Works, 23 and 23, Old Hall-street, Deansgate
1891.



The present public-house system is the outcome of vitiated habits which it in
turn panders to. Man’s nature requires social intercourse, change, recreation, amuse-
ment, and mental activity, with a little excitement and bodily refreshment.  These
wants are great allies of the present system.

Now any effort at the emancipation of men from such slavery must recognise,
gratify, and meet these legitimate and prominent elements and wants of our nature.
There is a good side to the shield. There is a good tendency for virtue and self-
improvement in man and we must appeal to it, awaken, bind and strengthen it.

But though the majority of the working classes may resist this demoralising
system, yet the minority, with all their low conception of things, are getting more and
more influential. They are not the best producers and they are the great wastrels.
Their self-dependence is exchanged for a system that will make them equal to the
industrious and sober.  They form a kind of public opinion, and exercise a trade and
political power far beyond their unorganised but sober fellow men.

Now we must organise virtue. ~We must reinforce the better side of human
nature. We must supply to the sober a rational place of resort, recreation and amuse-
ment. We must supply exercise to the body so as to develope it and produce a sound
mind in a sound body.

This can only be done by the co-operation of the working classes. By
appealing to their wants and meeting them by all elevating and legitimate means.

The enlightenment and desire for improvement are sure allies in the human breast.
We must and we can enlist these in our efforts, and only by so doing can we extend an
elevating system of social amusement and improvement, which can alone form the basis
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